GET UP~ GET OUT!!

EXCLUSIVE GUIDE TO SOCAL EVENTS]|

A RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE IN A
club? It sounds almost impossible.

However, the Flypoet Spoken
Word & Music Showcase draws such a
fervent and enthusiastic crowd that
even producer and host John Hensley
is surprised by the raves he receives
from attendees. “I get a big kick when
patrons refer to the show as church,”
he says.

But it's a passionate audience that
results from the passion and
dedication poured into the showcase
since its inception in 2001. Founder
Hensley, disillusioned by his own
experience performing spoken word
in “bookstores and coffechouses at
obscure open mics,” envisioned a
different, better venue for accom-
plished poets and artists to come
together and reach a wider audience
composed of more than just other
poets. He used his knowledge of
performance art as well as his
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experience in marketing to pull
together a showcase of some of the
hottest artists around.

As Hensley will tell you, you'll
never see the same thing twice at the
Flypoet Showcase. Featuring different
performers at every show, Flypoet not
only spotlights spoken word poets,
but also musicians, rappers, com-
edians and dancers. Even fire-eaters,
jugglers and performance painters
have taken the stage at this supper
club event.

Despite the fact that a poetry
showcase may not seem like a popular
destination for a night out, Flypoet
has regularly packed clubs like the
Conga Room. Considering poetry’s
nerdy or artsy-fartsy stereotype, what
accounts for the event’s popularity?
Hensley strongly believes that even
those who profess to have an aversion
to poetry will find something they like

in the showcase.

“Spoken word is not an easy sell,”
he admits. However, Hensley says, “I
think this product can appeal to
anyone with at least a semi-open mind
because it is served correctly.

“It's my job to do or say anything I
need to, to get people to show up that
first time. The show itself will bring
them back,” he promises.

Indeed, anyone who can't find
something to enjoy about the Flypoet
Showcase will be hard-pressed to find
better performers. Hensley draws in
some of the country’s best poets, as well
as talented, up-and-coming under-
ground artists. Recent performers
include the dramatic Steve Connell and
the dynamic Sekou “tha Misfit,” both
National Poetry Slam champions and
featured Russell
Simmons’ Def Jam Poetry. Shihan,
another Poetry Slam champ who

performers  on

operates the Los Angeles-based Da
Poetry Lounge and has written themes

Flypoet Entertainment founder John Hensley produces and hosts the monthly
Flypoet Spoken Word & Music Showcase.

for several national advertising
campaigns, such as Pepsi and Reebok,
has also graced the Flypoet stage. Other
notable performers include Lina, a
singer from Jill Scott’s Hidden Beach
label, Malcolm Jamal Warner of TV's
“Malcolm & Eddie” and MC Lyte.

The showcase places an emphasis
on the spoken word poets, with the
other performers interspersed between
their sets. It's known for digging up
relatively unknown jewels from the
underground music scene, and scouts
come often to check out Hensley's
finds. Set to perform at September’s
showcase are poets Scorpio Blues,

NerCity, Tshaka and the aptly names
HBO Def Poet, Poetri. Elijah Rock and
Chris Pierce will provide the musical
entertainment.

The Flypoet Showcase is an
enthusiastic set of thought-provoking
poetry and sometimes rockin; some-
times bluesy and soothing tunes. So
what are you waiting for? GET UP
AND GETOUT! ®

The Flypoet Spoken Word & Music
Showcase will take place Sept. 7 from 8-
10:20 p.m. at the Conga Room, located at
5364 Wilshire Blvd,, in Los Angeles. The
After-party will last unnil 12:30 a.m. For
miore information, visit www:flypoet.com.




